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Have you seen cat goods or cat patterened cloths while you are walking around a town? It looks like we
are having an unprecedented "cat boom". We can see TV shows featuring "cat islands" and "boys who

loves cats", and internet sites with cat pictures and videos.
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Once you go to bookstores, you see books and magazines called "cats books". There are even special
bookstores only for those books. There are "cats' cafés", too. Cat themed photo exhibitions are a big

success all over Japan.
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Possibly thanks to that, the number of cats brought to the pound is under 200,000 yearly, and has been
declining since 2009.
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As we know from history, people and cats have a long relationship. Since 2000 B.C. or even before that,
people had cats in the Egypt area, and cats show up in ancient Japanese books such as "The Pillow Book"
and "The Tale of Genji". It would be ideal if we can live with cats enjoying the boom and being responsible

with their lives since people and cats have a few thousands years of history.
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government decided to raisethe sales tax.
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B: I don't know what, but they should come up with a much better solution! Just the sales tax won't be

enough!
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